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Wilson, the chairman of the Military Committee, sus-
tained the amendment, saying that the Hodge case did
not appertain to military matters, but to finance, to the
handling of public money. Sumner took the same view.
Chandler objected to a joint committee with power to
investigate all the executive departments. He preferred
to have each department investigated by a separate com-
mittee, if it needed investigation. In the course of the
debate extracts were read from the Patterson Report,
together with the testimony of witnesses. Weighers in the
custom-house testified that men were sent to them by the
collector as assistants for whom there was no work to do.
They were simply put on the pay-roll and did nothing but
draw their salaries. In the weighers' department alone
$50,000 per year was thus squandered. Collector Mur-
phy was quoted as saying, in answer to a remonstrance
about unnecessary help in the custom-house, "There were
certain people who had to be taken care of: it was well
known that they had to be taken care of, and nobody
in the party would say anything about his taking care of
them, and he would do it."l

Trumbull said that he did not denounce officers of the
Government indiscriminately. He merely wished to have
some system introduced by which appointments should
be made with regard to the fitness of the appointees and
the need of their services. As the debate enlarged, a line
of cleavage was disclosed among Senators similar to that
which occurred on the deposition of Sumner; Morton,
Conkling, Chandler, Edmunds, and Sherman opposing,
and Schurz, Sumner, Logan, Tipton, and Wilson sup-
porting, the Trumbull amendment. Finally the Repub-
lican Senatorial Caucus took the matter in hand and
adopted a substitute to the Trumbull Resolution, which
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